
MINUTES OF THE STEERING GROUP MEETING  

Tuesday 20th May 2008, 12.00noon – 2.00pm 

34 / 38 Beverley Road, Hull 

 

PRESENT 

 

Tony Cosgrove (Chair) 

David Burnby  

Tony Anson 

Jonathan Leafe 

Sue Dobbs 

Richard Tuplin 

Francesca Devine 

John Sharp 

Paul Burnley 

Ian Kelly 

Nick Pontone 

Ben Delaney 

 

 

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

 

631. Apologies were received from Barry Schofield, Jonathan Leafe and Neil Cavill. Neil 

Cavill withdrew from the Steering Group as he was struggling to attend regularly. 

 

Agenda Item 2: Minutes 

 

632. The minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2008 were agreed as a true and 

correct record. 

 

Agenda Item 3: Matters Arising 

 

633. i) 18th Quarterly Forum - Nick Pontone reported that the previous Quarterly Forum had 

attracted the largest number of members and the presentations and panel discussion 

had worked well. He said that John Meehan, Editor of the Hull Daily Mail, had been 

asked to speak at the next Quarterly Forum on 15th July. 

 

 ii) Diplomas - Sue Dobbs said that an Employer Engagement Officer would soon be 

appointed to coordinate links between schools and businesses for the Diploma 

scheme. She suggested that this person be invited to speak at a Forum event to raise 

awareness of the Diploma among employers. Nick Pontone responded that more 

information on the Diploma would be beneficial but this should come from 

somebody at a more senior, strategic level. 

 

 iii) Marina Development - John Sharp noted recent press reports that a number of the 

remaining businesses around the Marina, including the Minerva pub, were closing 

down. He enquired about the provision being made to support these businesses 

during the regeneration process but it was agreed by the Group that direct financial 

support from Hull Forward or Hull City Council would not be appropriate.  

 

Agenda Item 4: Steering Group Elections 

 

634. Nick Pontone explained the system for Steering Group elections. He proposed that 

Steering Group members be divided into three groups of five with one group elected 

every year on a rotation system. Existing members would be eligible to restand for 



election and all Forum members would be entitled to stand. The process was agreed 

by members. 

 

Agenda Item 5: Future Business Forum Activities  

 

635. Nick Pontone circulated a paper outlining possible future Forum activities. The Forum 

could carry an annual business census or a major annual survey of Hull’s businesses on 

local issues which could be used by the LSP and Hull City Council as a basis for future 

investment or activity in the city. As part of this it was also agreed that the Forum 

ought to gather more economic intelligence from the city such as job losses and 

gains as this information could be useful for partners.  

 

Agenda Item 6: Business Forum Branding & Communications 

 

636. Nick Pontone said that Forum may get a new logo or name depending on what is 

agreed by ONE HULL Executive group.  It could possibly change to the ‘ONE HULL 

Business Forum’ and incorporate the ‘arrow’ logo. David Burnby suggested ‘The City’s 

Business Partner’ as a possible new strap line. This was agreed to be an excellent idea 

although it would probably not be implemented.  

 

637. It was suggested that, to raise profile, the Forum could have a column in the Hull Daily 

Mail commenting on business issues in the city. Ian Kelly disagreed with the idea as 

Chamber of Commerce members pay for their membership and would expect to see 

this sort of activity from the Chamber. It was agreed however that a review of each 

Quarterly Forum be sent to the Hull Daily Mail as should a press release before each 

event.  

 

Agenda Item 7: Reports 

 

638. i) ONE HULL – Richard Tuplin said that he had been at the last meeting of the ONE 

HULL Executive group which had discussed the MAA and NRF funding for successful 

projects. A community sector Forum would be established based on the Business 

Forum model to ensure third sector involvement in ONE HULL.  

 

639. ii) Jobs & Prosperity - Nick Pontone had submitted a response to the Sub National 

Review on behalf of the Forum and a Task and Finish Group would be established to 

oversee the transition from Jobs and Prosperity to its new name and role as the 

Earning Partnership. 

 

Agenda Item 8: Manager’s Report 

 

640. The Manager’s Report was noted. 

 

Agenda Item 9: Any Other Business 

 

641. There was no other business. 

 

Agenda Item 10: Dates of Future Meetings 

 

642. Steering Group  Tuesday15th July 2008 at 3.00pm 

    Tuesday 2nd September 2008 at 12 noon 

 

 


